Get Ready for a Bushfire 2025/26

The bushfire season has now commenced and its time to review our bush fire readiness
plans and make sure we are ready to take the right action in response to fire danger ratings
and associated warnings. Kioloa Brigade Captain Trevor Hodgetts, will be giving a
presentation on ‘Being Bush Fire Ready’ at the next meeting of the Bawley Point, Kioloa,
Termeil Community Association, on Sunday 23 November.

Resident awareness and preparedness are critical, because a lack of knowledge leads to
panic and an inability to cope during a crisis. This was certainly highlighted during the
Currowan fire event, where many locals were not aware of how to prepare for evacuation,
access up-to-date information and know where to evacuate to and what to pack. This was
exacerbated by the fact that our local villages were often faced with power outages which
made accessing up to date notifications impossible. Captain Trevor Hodgetts will update
residents on how to access this vital information during power outages and loss of mobile
reception.

The slides below are extracts from a Rural Fire Service folder that provides residents with
four simple steps to get you and your family bush fire ready. The full set of slides, including
flow charts to help your planning are available from the Kioloa and Bawley Point Bushfire
Brigades.
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4 SIMPLE STEPS
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THE TOP 5 ACTIONS TO MAKE YOUR HOME SAFER
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STEP 4: KEEP KEY INFORMATION
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The red document zip pouches (pictured below), are a newly introduced resource, in which
you can store your important documents, such as passports, birth certificates, insurance
documents and medical documents. These pouches will be handed out at the next meeting

of the Bawley Point, Kioloa, Termeil Community Association on Sunday 23 November, by
Captain Trevor Hodgetts.
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For more Survival Kit Ideas scan here;




Careful thought needs to be given to whether you stay and protect your property, or
evacuate to a location not under threat of fire or as designated by the police. You can
prepare your property to reduce the risks of fire impacting it. These steps are noted in the
Step 2 slide noted above. However, if the fire danger rating is Catastrophic, we strongly
recommend you take your family, pets, valuable documents and possessions and move to a
safe location advised by the Police. Remember, our villages are on tank water and are
vulnerable to power outages. Even with a petrol water pump and suitable fire hoses, your
water supply will be consumed very quickly leaving you without protection.

A battery radio, local radio station apps on your phone or tablet, and the hazards near me
app are all important ways of getting up to date with the latest fire information.

Members of the Kioloa RFB are available to talk to you, your family or community group
about bush fire readiness. You can contact us on: kioloarfb@gmail.com




